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DATE: 30 December 2017

Dear Irvington High School Family,
It is unbelievable that I am beginning my second year here as the principal
of Irvington High School. Last year was amazing, but also regrettably it went by too
fast. I didn’t really get a chance to get to know all the seniors. This year is different,
I now have a second opportunity to get to know you (both staff & students) and this
is really very important to me.
The end of the first Marking Period came upon us quickly as well and as we
are now in the second marking period that all students should continue make
achieving the highest grades possible a priority.
Also, I am excited with our district theme of” Building Relationships
through Rigor.” Students with students, students with teachers, students with staff,
and teachers with teachers, and teacher with staff. Through the efforts of PBSIS,
Holiday Show

Advisory and individual positive choices, I look forward to our school community
becoming one of a fully caring and nurturing environment.
Below left are not only the character traits we have emphasized these past 4
months, but the ones in the coming months.
Wishing you an academically and socially successful year!
Sincerely,

Irvington to Broadway
September: Respect
October: Responsibility
November: Empathy
December: Compassion
January: Attitude
February: Motivation
March: Accountability
April: Persistence
May: Trustworthiness
June: Accountability

Mrs. Mary H. Michailidis

Go Blue Knights!

Wishing you the best always,
Mrs. Michailidis

Ms. Mary Michailidis
Principal

Mr. John Amberg
Asst. Principal

Mr. Jason Richardson
Asst. Principal

Ms. Tyisha Bennett
Asst. Principal

Super Honor Roll - First Cycle
9th Grade
Bonheur, Victoria A
Huggins, Kristofer E
Jean Baptiste, Jahyannah
Thomas, Jayden

10th Grade
Ampofo, Eugenia
Enos, Zekiah
Mazariegos Pernillo, Harvin
Peprah, Frank
Sowell, Janaya

11th Grade
12th Grade
Aderibigbe, Victoria
Donatien, Herdine
Brevil, Nerly T
Fils Aime, Marie Ludenie
Eloy, Wherlentz
Kennedy, Allizea
Houndode, Anthonia
Lamour, Christie F
Ibe, Jersey Chikezir
Newberry, Tatiana P
Igbinowanhia Ronald, Eseohe V Northern, Faith
Ikwuka, Chioma
Pierre, Debbie
King, DaQwan
Seche, Ruthaina
Opoku Onyinah, Hiroshi Y
Seepersad, Miraj
Shabbir, Aisha
Smith, Keron
Smith, Rayna
Smith, Sarah

Honor Roll - First Cycle
th

9 Grade
10th Grade
Aderibigbe Falade, Bolaji RishatAbarah, Mark
Amowie, Orhue Yvette
Alexandre, Loubens
Augustin, Jeffrey
Alexandre, Ricarldine
Balthazar, Rodeberline
Baptiste, James
Bodison, Chanelle
Benthall, Diamond
Charles, Kayla Olivia
Bonilla, Karen
Chuqui, Naydelin
Campbell, Leonardo
Damptey, Michael
Cunningham, Alexia
Danquah, Emmanuella
Dazulma, Adriana
DeJesus Gomez, Alanis Jenice Edwell, Georgia
Deriphonse, Neyssa
Gray, Stacia
Idele, Pedro
Hunter, Ahmyah
Jean Louis, Reedgie
Ifezue, Kingsley Kanechukwu
Jean Pierre, Stavincia
Jean Paul, Louis Emilcar
Jean, Fritz Junior
McBean, Malayjah
Livingston, Anthony Sava
McClam, Kayanna M
Mayancela, Bruce D
Monescar, Herlyne
McBean, Maliyah
Phillips, Taylor
Mills, Kenyatta B W
Piercin, Djounasline
Nnaemeka, Victory A
Pollard, Ruqaiya
Oko, Esther
Powell, Tyra
Simbaina, Mayra
Raheem, Roheemat
Smith, Azizz
Rowe, Kashena
Thelisma, James
Shoulars, Nadir
Simbaina, Miriam
White, LaTasia R
Wright, Asia
Yarrell, D Asia

11th Grade
Abarah, Emmanuel
Aeriel, Sydney
Baig, Faizan
Becerra, Miguel A
Bissoon, Judy
Bonheur, Romaniola
Brooks, Nashawn N
Castillo Nunez, Carolin R
Corielan, Jennifer
Dauphin, Edleandie
Davis, Kahelia
Estrada, Kiara
Fadojutimi, Iyinoluwa
Jackson, Andrea
Jean, Carmene
Kpodo, Adnan
Lowe, Jenneha Aretha Pearl
Marfo, Desmond Otchere
Nana, Faozia
Reid, Jacaad
Rocha, Chelsea Nicole
Thompson, Wavell
Vaillant, Markendy
West, Saniya L
Xavier, Brisner

12th Grade
Acosta Hernandez, Lizjeilys
Agyapong, Elizabeth
Agyapong, McGinn
Allim, Tricia
Annan, Obodai
Bell, Michael
Bellamy, David
Bernard, Ayesha
Cheridor, Cassandra
Chery, Moesha
Coston, Quadeerah M
Cunningham, Kimberly
Davis, Shanique
De Los Santos, Richele
Desir, Octavie Rose
Dort, Diana
Fisher, Brian
Fraser, Tyrese
Gadeka, Bridget
Garcia, Astrid
Guinyard, Naomi
Gyasi, Sandra
Henderson, Tadajah
Hughes, Khdeejah
Ige, Ifeoluwa
Jean Baptiste, Claire
Jean Paul, Gregory
Jnobaptiste, Rachel A

12th Grade
12th Grade
12th Grade
Joyner, Khalyfe
Mercado, Olivia
Provillon, Jasiah Takai
Kanwanya Nwajueboe, Francis Nelums, Christina
Rein, Nashirah
Lee, Amir
Nunez, Rosalba Maria
Robinson, Brandon E
Malcolm, Gevanei
Olatunji, Mary Oyinfesola Taiwo
Shabazz, Ibn
Masslieno, Naomi
Olatunji, Sarah Foyinsola Kehinde
Sutton, Natalya M
May, Jared
Pierre Louis, Guettshy

12th Grade
Thompson, Jarmara
Thompson, Shaniyah
Villa, Maryuri
Whyte, Tavaughn
Williams, Terrell

The Positive Behavior Support in Schools program (PBSIS) at Irvington High School aims to create a positive learning
environment by employing methods developed using current research and practices to positively change the attitude and
behavior of the high school community members. In its fourth year at Irvington High School, the program has had a
significant amount of success since its implementation, and the committee members work diligently to come up with new
and fun ways to help the Irvington High School community maintain a positive learning environment.
The fourth annual “Fall into PBSIS’’ Kick-Off event in November was a huge success. The day of activities started with
the “PBSIS Expectations” presentation in the school auditorium and school spirit activities in the gymnasium. Audience
members watched video skits of students explaining the type of behavior that is expected of the student body in specific
areas of the school, including the cafeteria, the hallways and the classroom. Afterwards, staff and student volunteers put
on a skit show to demonstrate examples of being R.E.A.L. – Respectful, Empathetic, Accountable and Life-long Learners.
During the second half of the presentation, the PBSIS Fashion Show had staff and student volunteers entertain the
audience with examples of how to, and how not to, dress according to the high school dress code.
The auditorium session was followed by the outdoor component of the Kick-Off event, where the high school community
enjoyed some free time mingling with each other or participating in some of the sporting activities that were set up on the
football field, including tug-of-war, soccer, football, frisbee, dancing and hula hoops.
Fall winners of the PBSIS Ticket program began rewarding those students who have accumulated tickets during the first
half of the school year. Tickets are presented to students throughout the year when staff members witness students
conducting themselves in a positive way and practicing the expectations of respect, empathy, accountability and life-long
learning. Prizes include gift certificates, school spirit wear, flash drives and other items of interest. Students can also use
the tickets to purchase school-related items from the PBSIS Store located in the student cafeteria.

Dear Irvington High School Family,
Over 50 staff members helped to plan, organize and implement the PBSIS day on 11/3.
I wanted to share this statistic because I am so grateful that so many people, almost 50% of the staff, played an active role in the
success of the day.
Again I thank you because it takes a village to raise our students and the "village" came together beautifully that day.

Mary H. Michailidis
Principal
Irvington High School

IRVINGTON HS December 2017 Brag Sheet
Since the Nov. Board Meeting the following events have occurred at Irvington High School
1. I AM Irvington Leadership for the top 40 Juniors began on Nov. 27 th. This leadership program is
sponsored by the Petrucci Foundation and conducted by the African American Chamber of
Commerce of Trenton.
2. Parent-teacher conferences were held on Thursday, November 30 th and over 250 parents to part
in this informative evening. JROTC members were a critically part of the evening because they
greeted parents, passed out report cards and schedules and helped make everything run more
efficiently.
3. 154 Irvington High School students received either Super Honor Roll or Honor Roll. This
represents 11.4% of the student population.
4. December is the month we re-enforced the character trait of Compassion. Advisory lessons and
various other activities allow students to better understand this trait for their social-emotional
development.
5. The December PTSA meeting and Financial Aid Presentation by HESAA had a very good turnout
and parents were able to ask questions around financing college. The HESAA representative will
be coming back to work with parents individually to help them complete the FAFSA.
6. On Dec. 13th, 80 US History students and 8 Social Studies teachers went to NYC to see Hamilton the
show. Zion Carter’s performance, reciting his poem, was a big hit before the show. This event was
sponsored by the Petrucci foundation.
7. Today, December 20 Mid-quarter progress reports for Marking period 2 were distributed to
students. Students and parents have access to this information and more through the Powerschool
student and parent portal.
8. Before and Afterschool tutoring started on Dec. 1 st. Students have access to tutoring, computers
and other resources to support their learning.
9. On Dec. 2nd JROTC i-Reporter – Cadet CPT Eseohe Ronald ·was honored as Journalist of the Year
10. Sports:
All-state honors for Football:




2nd team all-state: Jasiah Provillon
Honorable Mention all-state: Brandon Robinson
Honorable Mention all-state: Nim Salaam

Heisman Honorees:
Cassandra Cheridor: Volleyball
Keron Smith: Football

Thank you!

Mary H. Michailidis, Principal
John Amberg, Assistant Principal
Tyisha Bennett, Assistant Principal
Jason Richardson, Assistant Principal
Malikita Wright, Assistant Principal

IRVINGTON HS HOLIDAY SHOW

The Nutcracker
By Cadet E. Ronald - JROTC i-Reporter

The Nutcracker is a two-act fairytale ballet that centers on a
young girl’s Christmas Eve as she extends her insight on romantic love and
a wider world. The ballet originates from St. Petersburg, Russia on 18
December, 1892. Russian composer Peter Tchaikovsky and renowned
choreographer Marius Petia had collaborated to produce the classic ballet.
The Nutcracker was not an instant success, however. With a plethora of
showings in the United States, the Nutcracker had received much more
publicity and a better reputation. On 20 December, 2017, Irvington High
School senior Kianna Carter performed a dance excerpt from the famous
ballet. She moved swiftly, with exquisite knowledge of the movements,
and with utmost elegance. Props to Miss. Maddox, Kianna Carter, and

the remainder of the dance team for collaborating to execute an
outstanding performance.

Irvington High School Asst. Principal Ms. Malikita Wright Interview

By Cadet Eseohe Ronald and Cadet Aisha Shabbir
Q1: What school will you be transitioning to?
A1: I will be going to Madison Avenue Elementary School.
Q2: What do you think that you could use from your tenure here to transition to the position of a Principal?
A2: I think that my skills of building relationships with people is one of my strongest suits.
Q3: How long have you been working at Irvington High School?
A3: I have been working here for ten years.
Q4: What legacy have you left here at the High School?
A4: My legacy would be that I have been consistent about students getting to class and valuing education. Also
fairness has been one of my legacies.
Q5: Is there a message that you would like to leave to faculty members or students joining us in the future?
A5: Always compete with yourself, be better than the day before, keep dreams and goals in mind, and do not be
distracted. Be about yourself and about your dreams. As long as you stay consistent with that, you will be
successful.
Q6: What will you miss the most about Irvington High School?
A6: I’m going to miss the staff and the students. Everyone that I’ve worked with has had a positive influence on
my career.
Q7: Over your 10 years, how has Irvington High School changed?
A7: I would say that Irvington High School has gotten better. We’ve strived as a team, teachers and
administration, to see that the kids are successful.
Q8: Any last messages to the students and staff?
A8: Stay positive and keep your eyes on the prize.

Patricia Wilson
This is "awesome," I am so proud of these cadets. I was the Supervisor for CPC afterschool program and Claude was one of the
students that I had the pleasure to know. I am so proud of him!
Great Job!

IRVINGTON HS November 2017 Brag Sheet
Since the Oct. Board Meeting the following events have occurred at Irvington High School
1. November is the month we re-enforced the character trait: Empathy. Advisory lessons and various
other activities allow students to better understand this trait for their social-emotional
development.
2. IHS hosted a College and Career Fair on Nov. 2nd with 21 colleges and technical school
representatives in attendance.
3. Nov. 17th, 50 students attended the National Hispanic College Fair at Montclair.
4. Nov. 2nd was also “Bring Your Parent to School Day” which was enjoyed by a small but enthusiastic
group of parents.
5. Nov. 3rd was the PBSIS kick-off, which was a day, filled of positive-behavior activities. The day
helped the students build community with each other, the faculty and staff.
6. On Nov. 10th the JROTC marched in the Township Veteran’s Day parade and was commended by
the large representation.
7. Marking Period 1 ended 11/15/17. Parent-teacher conferences will occur Nov. 30th from 6-8pm.
8. Sports: FB made it to the State Semi-finals and lost to Phillipsburg 20-21. Football had a fantastic
season finishing on a 9-3 record and New Jersey Super Football Conference (NJSFC) champions
beating Wayne Hills HS for the conference title.
9. Sports: Boys Soccer honorees; SEC Super Essex Conference and qualified for the state tournament





1st Team All-SEC: Joseph Stoykovich
2nd Team All-SEC: Pewee Mcdougls
2nd Team All-SEC: Jean Couyote

10. Sports: Girls Soccer honorees; SEC Super Essex Conference




1st Team All-SEC: Kimberly Suffrant
2nd Team All-SEC: Sarah Smith
Honorable Mention: Schania Adolphe

11. Sports: Cross country honorees; SEC Super Essex Conference
Boys:



Desmond Marfo-1st team
Michael Veltz-2nd team

Girls:




Cathiana Jean-1st team
Adijat Oyeleke-2nd team
Taliyah Hayes-honorable mention

12. Sports: Volleyball; SEC Super Essex Conference
Freedom Division Champions, SEC Conference Champions and made it to the state tournament.
13. On Monday, Nov. 27th, the 1st I AM Irvington leadership workshop for the top 40 juniors begins.
This program is sponsored by the Petrucci Foundation.
14. At the Dec. 4th PTSA meeting, HESAA will present a Financial Aid workshop to help parents better
understand the process on how to finance their child’s college education. All are welcome.

Service Academy Day 2017
Irvington High School JROTC Cadets attended the Service Academy Day at Rutgers University. Students
attending were provided with a comprehensive overview of the United States Service Academies and their
admission process. In addition, students were able to meet with officials from all five academies as well as some
of the representatives from the NJ ROTC programs. This informational session was held on Sunday, September
24, 2017. The session was attended by five admission officers, representing their academies and Rutgers Army
& Air Force SROTC programs. Captain Tara McArthur Milton - Naval Academy, Major Lukasz Derda Military Academy, Lieutenant Colonel Mike Lauro - U.S. Air Force Academy, Captain Robert McKenna - U.S.
Coast Guard Academy and Mr. Dale Levi - U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. This information session helped
the Irvington High School Crusaders plan their future.

Interview with CAPT Tara McArthur-Milton
Q1: What are some things that distinguish the Navy?
A: Naval Academy has a faculty ratio is 1:1, the academy has academic expertise as well as military, it's
located right in the heart of Downtown Annapolis, and offers a diverse Naval career.
Q2: What challenges did you face as a woman while training?
A: This is a great opportunity for women because there are so many opportunities and jobs for us but the
biggest challenge is having to prove yourself because there is an automatic assumption that we don't know what
we're doing. There are many people that will question us on our occupation and if we are competent and prove
them wrong they become supportive.
Q3: What should students/ cadets do for backup if they don’t get into the academy?
A: First of all never get disheartened and I believe that everyone should always have a backup plan like, If you
don’t get accepted go and take some college courses or something that you know can benefit you. Also never
stop trying for the academy - keep applying because sometimes the time you’re applying is not right.
Interview with CAPT Robert McKenna
Q1: What are the most challenging aspects of the total cadet experience?
A: The most challenging aspects of the total cadet experience would be time management. The amount of
requirements that our cadets have and the limited time they're given is the most challenging. As a leader, you're
responsible for many things you are responsible for yourself and the ones you're leading so the whole
experience is teaching you how to manage and prioritize all that.
Q2: What if a cadet has a special Religious Requirements such as (clothing, dietary, restrictions, etc) or if they
belong to the LGBTQ community will they be supported?
A: Definitely religions requirements are supported we have many clubs and activities that are for variety of
affinity, ethnic, and religious groups. As far as the LGBTQ group goes we have a club called Spectrum and it is
made up of straight and non-straight cadets and they all come together and support each other.
Q3: What are some things that make the Coast Guard-unique?
A: It is a small academy which means there will be more opportunity to grow as a close family. Sixty-two
percent of our students participate in varsity level sports and most importantly we do not require Congressional
Application.
Interview with Major Lukasz Dreda
Q1: What does the West Point- Academy offer to the students?
A: The Academy offers you a lot of opportunities. We have 27 majors, over 130 extra-curricular clubs,
international academic trips, internship worldwide, and much more.
Q2: What is the acceptance rate at West- Point Academy?
A: If they complete the necessary forms and meet the requirements, I would say nine percent of the students get
accepted into the academy.
Q3: What is the application process to apply for the academy?
A: To apply for the West-Point academy students must have great scores and unique transcripts displaying
rigorous course loads. Students SAT’s or ACT’s, and ASVAB scores should be high and they are highly
considered.

Irvington High School
CRUSADERS!

What is the High School Heroes Program?

26 Oct 2017

Irvington HS FBLA Club and JROTC facilitated instruction to the scholars of Florence Ave. Elementary
School grades K-5 on Financial Literacy using the curriculum from Junior Achievement on December 2, 2016.
“JA High School Heroes” program gives high school students the opportunity to volunteer with Junior
Achievement at a local elementary school in New Jersey. JA’s activity-based financial literacy and workforce
readiness programs are taught over the course of one school day. The program is a memorable community
service project for the high school students who participate as volunteer role models. Programs are fun and
easy to implement and all materials/lesson plans and training are provided by Junior Achievement. These
scholars represented the high school's organizations (FBLA and JROTC) with excellence. Thanks to Mr.
Romano, Ms. Petecos, SFC Craig and Ms. Oglesby they instructed the younger scholars of Florence Ave.
Elementary School in Financial Literacy.

IRVINGTON STUDENT ATHLETES OF THE MONTH
MONTH

MALE
STUDENT-ATHLETE OF THE
MONTH

FEMALE
STUDENT-ATHLETE OF THE
MONTH

SEPTEMBER

JOSEPH ST OICHKOV
BOYS SOCCER

SOL BERRIOS
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

OCTOBER

BRANDON ROBINSON
FOOTBALL

NAOMI GUINYARD
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

NOVEMBER

JALEN SCOTT
FOOTBALL

RAYNA SMITH
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

IRVINGTON STUDENT ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
WEEK

MALE
STUDENT-ATHLETE OF THE
WEEK

FEMALE
STUDENT-ATHLETE OF THE
WEEK

SEPTEMBER 9

NIM SALAAM
FOOTBALL

CASSANDRA CHERIDOR
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

SEPTEMBER 16

TRENTON DUMAS
BOYS SOCCER

MAXINE HAYES
GIRLS CROSS-COUNTRY

SEPTEMBER 23

DESMOND MARFO
BOYS CROSS-COUNTRY

SANDRIANE NGATI
GIRLS TENNIS

SEPTEMBER 30

JASIAH PROVILLION
FOOTBALL

KIMBERLY SUFFRANT
GIRLS SOCCER

OCTOBER 7

JEAN COUYOUTE
BOYS SOCCER

RAYNA SMITH
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

OCTOBER 16

DESMOND MARFO
BOYS CROSS-COUNTRY

ALEXIS MIRANDA
GIRLS TENNIS

OCTOBER 23

FRANK PEPRAH
BOYS SOCCER

ADIJAT OYELEKE
GIRLS CROSS-COUNTRY

OCTOBER 30

BRANDON ROBINSON
FOOTBALL

ISLANDA JEANCIUS
GIRLS SOCCER

NOVEMBER 6

KHAYLFE JOYNER
FOOTBALL

TELESEE MORENO
CHEERLEADING

NOVEMBER 13

JALEN SCOTT
FOOTBALL

AMIRAH STOVER
CHEERLEADING

FALL SPORTS
IRVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL COMPETES IN THE FOLLOWING ATHLETIC PROGRAMS AS A MEMBER OF
THE SUPER ESSEX CONFERENCE DURING THE FALL SEASON:






FOOTBALL (VARSITY, JV, AND FRESHMAN TEAMS)
BOYS SOCCER (VARSITY AND JV)
GIRLS SOCCER (VARSITY)
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL (VARSITY AND JV)
GIRLS TENNIS (VARSITY)

IRVINGTON ATHLETICS HALL-OF-FAME
AFTER LAYING DORMANT SINCE 1991, THE IRVINGTON SCHOOL BOARD
APPROVED THE RESURRECTION OF THE ATHLETICS HALL-OF-FAME.
TO NOMINATE A HISTORICAL STUDENT-ATHLETE (PLAYED PRIOR TO 1987), A
MODERN STUDENT ATHLETE (PLAYED AFTER 1987), A COACH, OR A TEAM FOR
THE HALL-OF-FAME, PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM @

https://www.irvingtonblueknights.com/athletics-hall-of-fame.html

WINTER SPORTS
IRVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL COMPETES IN THE FOLLOWING ATHLETIC PROGRAMS
AS A MEMBER OF THE SUPER ESSEX CONFERENCE DURING THE WINTER
SEASON:






BOYS BASKETBALL
GIRLS BASKETBALL
WRESTLING
BOWLING
INDOOR TRACK

Under second-year head coach Pierre, the Blue Knights also
won the North Jersey Super Football Conference-Freedom
Division championship in the conference’s second year of
existence.
Irvington featured several players who earned All-NJSFCFreedom White Division honors
OFFENSE
FIRST TEAM





Jasiah Provillon, senior receiver
Brandon Robinson, senior quarterback
Nim Salaam, senior running back
Ian Campbell, senior offensive guard
SECOND TEAM






Zakee Swann, sophomore running back
Zahir Swann, sophomore receiver
Oldie Salaam, freshman running back
Khalyfe Joyner, senior center
DEFENSE
FIRST TEAM





Lancine Turay, senior defensive end
Nashawn Brooks, junior middle linebacker
Keyon Bowman, senior linebacker
SECOND TEAM

 Jalen Scott, senior defensive tackle
 Carl Napoleon, senior defensive tackle
1. Elton Jean-Baptiste, junior defensive end
Provillon has committed to North Carolina State University
and Turay has committed to the University of North Carolina
in accepting athletic scholarships to continue their careers on
the Football Championship Series Subdivision.

Irvington HS indoor track and field teams earn 24
medals at FDU Invitational to start season:

Irvington HS wrestling team off to a great start.

The
Irvington High School varsity girls’ volleyball team enjoyed a stellar season.
The Lady Blue Knights, under third-year head coach Paul Tortorella, won the Super Essex
Conference-Freedom Division championship with an undefeated 18-0 division record.
They lost in the first round of both the Essex County Tournament to West Caldwell Tech and
the NJSIAA Group 3 state tournament to Montville.
Irvington finished with an 18-3 overall record. The other loss was to Bayonne in a nondivision match.
The team was able to achieve their goals of winning the SEC-Freedom Division title, enter
the county tournament and qualify for the state tournament.
The starters on the team were senior captain Cassandra Cheridor; seniors Liz Acosta, Naomi
Guinyard, and Sasha Rivera; junior captain Rayna Smith; and sophomore Sol Berrios.

Irvington HS cross-country teams showed improvement this season.

Employees of the Month
MONTH
OCTOBER

NAMES
Ms. Bianca Bolivar, ESL/ELA teacher
Mr. John Doherty, ELA Specialist
Mr. Abdul Ashanti (Performing Arts)
Ms. Christie Tripp (Cosmetology)
Ms. Andria Donaldson (Guidance Secretary)

NOVEMBER

Student of the Month
Winners

Month

SEP

Alanis J. DeJesus Gomez

J. May

OCT

A.

Virgo

A. Houndode

NOV

E. Ampofo

G. Malcolm

Irvington HS CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 2016-17
DANCE COMPANY
The Dance Company is open to all grade levels. The objective of the company is to make students of
all nationalities aware of various cultural dances i.e., African, Spanish, Jamaican, Haitian, Far Eastern, Spanish, American,
African American and contemporary. Through promoting cultural dances, multicultural communities learn about and
appreciate the differences and similarities of their peers.
ADVISOR- Mr. Ashanti, aashanti@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 600A
BLUE KNIGHTS TIMES
The school newspaper, Blue Knights Times, is open to all students of the school. Blue Knights Times is published 3 times
per year. Interested students can join the Blue Knights Times staff and participate in reporting, writing, editing, lay-out,
photography, typing and publicity. Students who are interested in joining the staff are invited to submit letters and
articles at any time. Criteria for publication include: clarity, timeliness, and significance. Materials may be submitted to the
advisor. ADVISOR-Major Munro, cmunro@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 401
MARCHING BAND/SUPER SOUND STAGE
The Marching Band and Super Sound Stage is comprised of students who have experience playing a band instrument.
The Marching Band performs at all home and away football games in the fall and in numerous parades throughout the
State during the year. The band performs traditional, as well as contemporary popular music and competes in State
competitions. Rehearsals are held daily after school during the Fall. ADVISOR-Mr. Peterson,
mpetersonjr@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 023
THE STUDENT COUNCIL ASSOCIATION
The Student Council Association (SCA) consists of elected student officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer), as well as one elected representative and alternate from each homeroom. The purposes of the SCA are: to
help foster better attitudes and good citizenship; to develop leadership; to promote harmonious relationships throughout
the school; to act as a forum for student concerns; to bridge the gap between administration and students; to represent
the student body at Board of Education meetings; to boost school morale and promote school spirit; to operate as a
school service organization; and to initiate special projects.
ADVISOR-Ms. Panny, FPanny@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 302
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY CLUB
The mission of the African American History Club is to educate, enlighten, and promote students, staff and the community
about the culture and contributions of African Americans by exposing the educational community to informational
programs, projects and activities.
ADVISOR-Ms. Panny, fpanny@irvington.k12.nj.us
FORENSICS/DEBATE TEAM
The IHS debate team participates in a minimum of 5 debate competitions. As a chapter of the NFLS&DHS, members will
earn merit points by attending competitions. These points will be used for honor certificates and distinctions at
graduation. As a member of the National Forensic League, members of the chapter pledge to uphold the highest
standards of integrity, humility, respect, leadership and service in the pursuit of excellence.
Members embrace all opportunities to think critically, develop academic research skills, improve communication abilities,
solve problems creatively and increase self-confidence.
ADVISOR-TBA
THE CONSUMER BOWL CLUB
Established in 1997, the New Jersey High School Consumer Bowl is an educational competition for high school students
across the State. The Consumer Bowl educates young adults on a variety of consumer issues. It is an award winning club,
whose members participate in various competitions and teaches students about their rights as consumers in a fun and
exciting and competitive atmosphere. All participating students receive Certificates of Achievement. Winners at the county
and regional level receive trophies. First, second and third-place winners at the state level, the final level of competition,
receive individual medals and United States Savings Bonds.
ADVISOR-Mr. Romano, jromano@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 601
PEER LEADERSHIP
The Peer Leadership program is designed to teach juniors and seniors strategies in group dynamics, qualities in becoming
effective leaders, positive role models and respectable citizens. Peer Leaders will receive five academic credits, and meet
every other day. Classroom instruction is designed to teach members strategies that include group dynamics, group

facilitating and group support. Members will serve as role models for Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior students by
mentoring them during various opportunities.
ADVISORS-Ms. Oglesby/Mr. Harte. doglesby@irvington.k12.nj.us, charte@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 207A
FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA (FBLA)
FBLA is a nonprofit education association that prepares students for careers in business and business-related fields. The
FBLA is the premier organization for students preparing for careers in business and the largest student business
organization in the world with a quarter of a million members. Members develop competent and aggressive leadership
skills, create individual business projects, establish occupational goals, and practice efficient money management.
ADVISOR-Mr. Romano, jromano@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 601
BOWLING TEAM
As a member of the Bowling Team, members learn rules, are taught skills and practice team building skills that will
prepare them for competitions and create meaning friendships. The goal of the team is to participate in local bowling
competitions.
ADVISOR-Mr. Hart, mhart@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 209
YEARBOOK CLUB
The Yearbook Club meets throughout the school year to create a Yearbook for the Senior graduating class. Members will
meet to decide page layout formats, photographs to be used etc. The completed yearbook will be distributed and sold to
students in June. The Yearbook Club meets occasionally in the fall and more frequently as deadlines approach throughout
the winter and spring seasons.
ADVISOR-Ms. Simoneau, ysimoneau@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 605
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Students are eligible to become a member of the National Honor Society if they meet the requirements of scholarship,
leadership, character, and service. NHS students participate in community service organizations and work together to
volunteer their time as well as raise funds for their chosen organization.
ADVISOR-Ms. Martin, jmartin@irvington.k12.nj.us, room 118

Ms. Foote or Ms. McMillian
CLASS ADVISORS
12th: Ms. McMillan lmcmillan@irvington.k12.nj.us,
Room: Floater
11th: Ms. Padovani ppadovani@irvington.k12.nj.us
Room: Guidance
10th: Ms. Tripp ctripp@irvington.k12.nj.us
Room: 604
9th: Mr. Fessel sfessel@irvington.k12.nj.us
Room: 200

Mr. Kowalski kkowalski@irvington.k12.nj.us
Room: Floater
Mr. Hart mhart@irvington.k12.nj.us
Room: 209
Mr. Angoy jangoy@irvington.k12.nj.us
Room: Guidance
Mr. Sengotta jsengotta@irvington.k12.nj.us
Room: 200

Irvington HS
Before/Afterschool
Tutorial Program
Volunteer peer tutors: NHS members
Teacher supervisors: Ms. Martin, Mr. Doherty, Mr. Jackson, and Ms. Petcos
Location & Sign-up sheet: Rm 118
Materials to bring: Homework, projects, datebook/planner, etc.
Materials provided: scrap paper, pen/pencils, Chromebooks, and calculators

Tutoring Schedule:

7:35-8:05am
3:30-4:00pm

Monday
X
3:30-4pm

Tuesday
7:35-8:05am
X

Wednesday
7:35-8:05am
3:30-4pm

Thursday
X
3:30-4pm

Friday
7:35-8:05am
X

 Tutoring is offered 3 mornings and 3 afternoons per week.
 Please sign up in advance to ensure you receive the help you need.

Are there sample PARCC assessments available?
PARCC released online tutorials that demonstrate how to navigate the test. These
tutorials and sample assessments are accessible at this web address:
https://parcc-assessment.org/

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents.html

https://www.khanacademy.org/

https://www.asvabtestbank.com/

Free ASVAB Practice Tests
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/asvab

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2017/07/20/20-most-demand-jobs-pay-more-than100-000/494883001/

www.njgrants.or
g

The New Jersey Foster Care Scholars (NJFC) Program

Irvington Public Schools Breast/Cancer Colon Cancer Awareness Day

Styling into our Destiny
Dear Irvington Board of Education Staff,
Traveling with these 20 talented young stylist through the world of cosmetology has given them the opportunity to
expand their career options. Hard work, persistence and dedication has allowed these aspiring cosmetologist to
effortlessly approach 1,000 practice hours over the past 3 years. As we continue to prepare for the New Jersey State
Cosmetology Licensing Exam in May 2018, I would like to take this time to thank you for your continued support and
encouragement. These maturing entrepreneurs have pushed themselves to surpass the educational goals that were set
before them. I am look forward to presenting each of them with a New Jersey State Cosmetology License in June 2018.
However, there are a couple more steps we must take before we secure our goal of becoming state licensed.
It is my pleasure to inform you that the above 20 Senior students have met all state requirements to receive
their New Jersey State Board of Cosmetology Permit in January 2018. Receiving a work permit will allow them to work
in a professional salon anywhere in the state of New Jersey. Choosing to accept a salon position as an assistant or a stylist
that is building a clientele, our young adults will have instant professional options in the Beauty industry. How exciting is
that?! To help further prepare these evolving stylist, Irvington Board of Education has allowed the IHS Cosmetology
Program the ability to offer discounted salon services to the public. The IHS Clinic will begin in January 2018 (Clinic
schedules will be available late December). Thank you again for your continued support. We look forward to you visiting
the IHS Cosmetology Clinic in the New Year.

It’s Possible, It’s Possible, It’s Possible

Your truly,

Christie Tripp

https://www.collegedata.com/

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT UPDATES
College Applications, College Recommendations, and Scholarships:
The School Counseling Team is working hard to assist the students of Irvington High School. This is
one of the busiest times of the year for seniors, they are completing college applications, getting
college recommendations, and they are looking for scholarships. Please be mindful of your college
application deadlines, scholarship deadlines, and the deadline for financial aid. The School
Counseling team is always here to assist you.

The U.S. Army JROTC Curriculum
The JROTC curriculum, which fully or partially addresses a number of national academic standards to include Common Core State Standards (CCSS) - includes course work on leadership, civics,
geography and global awareness, health, and wellness, language arts, life skills, and U.S. history.
The curriculum is based on the principles of performance-based, learner-centered education and
promotes development of core abilities: capacity for life-long learning, communication, responsibility
for actions and choices, good citizenship, respectful treatment of others, and critical thinking
techniques.
More important than “what” is learned in JROTC is “how” it is learned. Every classroom is equipped
with leading edge technologies to teach, assess, and report student progress. Teachers are trained to
utilize a range of technologies and develop social/emotional skills, support academic content through
gaming and simulations, and promote the role of social media. Thus, students engage in meaningful,
purposeful activities that lead them to demonstrate success through a portfolio of accomplishments.

OPEN HOUSE – REPORT CARD

WE ARE IHS
IRVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

An exciting interaction activity (Sip & Paint) between Irvington students and Senior Citizens of the Irvington
community – brought so much Joy and Communications amongst the students and elderly. As reported by
Cadet Seepersad. “At the end of the event, everybody proudly showcased their paintings. They ranged from
exotic hummingbirds dancing with flowers (by C/2LT Singh) to an African storyteller around a campfire (by
C/2LT Annan) to a cubism depiction of a man in a suit (by an elderly lady). I was in awe from all of the
paintings I saw and the stories they told as we shared cider together. Overall, the event was a unique bonding
between the wise older generation and the youth who seeked to be enlightened”.

Mission. The Student Diplomacy Corps (SDC) promotes college readiness for underserved high school students from
across the nation through dynamic international education summer programs that build empathy, deepen understanding of
global issues and unleash the potential and creativity of youth.
Throughout my life, I have been heavily involved in community service. I am the Battalion
Commander at Irvington High School’s Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program, and
within this program alone, I have accumulated hundreds of hours of community service. A quote
that shaped my character and morals is, “Only a life lived for others is a life worth living,” by the
late Albert Einstein. During my sophomore year in high school, I had an epiphany while I was
expressing my thank you speech during an awards presentation by my county freeholders and dared
to say, “I will be a billionaire philanthropist.” With money comes influence and power; I want to
utilize these assets to erect my own foundation to further enhance countries in dire need, hence the
philanthropy aspect. The first country I had in mind was India, after having firsthand experience of having no hot water
and electricity when I stayed with my extended family and learned of how privileged I was in America. This experience
was in second grade, so I do not remember every detail, but after visiting Albania, my drive to be a billionaire
philanthropist is greater than ever, and Albania is one of the countries I now want to aid.
My overall experience abroad was amazing, I have so many stories to tell within this span of a month that I would need to
write a book. The people I met, the culture I was immersed in, how much my group leader and the Student Diplomacy
Corps took care of us was outstanding. Another goal when I achieve my billionaire philanthropist status, is to donate to
this program and provide funding for future scholars to study abroad. I am thankful for this opportunity as it was an eye
opening experience. The more you travel, the more you learn, and now the flame of my torch is burning stronger than ever
to impact the world for my successors to prosper in.
A one month experience in a different country has drastically changed my life due to Student
Diplomacy Corps. It has always been an honor for me to travel around the world just for an
adventure and to explore other great cultures in other countries. I was really thrilled I got
accepted to this program and, I put in much effort just to make this moment the finest out of all I
have had. Such that after my stay in Uruguay I acquired many skills and knowledge from the
people I had been with and these are being grateful for what I have, broaden my views, embrace
other cultures and trying out new things.
Further, my involvement in the Student Diplomacy Corps also broadened my views based on
how I judge elements surrounding me. Once said by a famous philosopher Saint Augustine that "The world is a book and
those who do not travel read only a page." In other words, being at one particular place tends to limit your point of view
towards things or ideas surrounding you. Leaving your comfort zone and entering new one filled with a different set of
rules, lifestyles and behaviors are what enhances our lives. After my stay in Uruguay, I gained valuable skills and lessons
just from interactions with natives and also seeing how they live. In summary, experience gained from participating in
the Student Diplomacy Corps has, expanded my view on Uruguay and be open-minded to all cultures. Another excellent
thing I learned is traveling is an entertainment and those who do not are always desiring something in their life. Once said
by Lisa Ling “The best education I have ever received was through travel.”

Army Recruiter SSG Robinson delivered a Motivational speech to Blue Knights in the Auditorium.
SSG Robinson worked as an Army Chef at the White House & Pentagon

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Mont.

Hispanic Heritage Month is the time to reflect upon
and recognize the contributions made by Hispanic and Latino Americans in this country while also celebrating
their culture and traditions. Hispanic Heritage Month begins each year on Sept. 15, on the anniversary of the
independence of five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.
Mexico, Chile, and Belize. The national observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week and later
expanded to a month-long celebration in 1988. The celebration was held on 4 October. 2017 at the Irvington
Public Library. This event was attended by Mayor Tony Vauss, Dr. Neely Hackett, Ms. Deborah Sanders, Ms.
Sandra Lopez, Mrs. Patricia Wilson, and by the president/ founder Ms. Norma C. Carty. This event was also
attended by the Irvington High School JROTC cadets and Florence Avenue Elementary School children.

Student J. Thompson scored
88 on the ASVAB Test.

Sigma Beta Club has collected over
2,000 cans.

Cadet K. Hughes won the Navy SROTC
scholarship. Scholarship is over $180,000.00.

From Irvington To Broadway

ZION CARTER

Interview of Zion Carter Hamilton Performer
Winner of 11 Tony Awards and the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Hamilton is one of Broadway’s
biggest hits. From the mind of 2015 MacArthur Genius grant recipient, Lin-Manuel Miranda and Ron
Chernow’s landmark bestselling biography comes a new musical about the scrappy young immigrant who
forever changed America, Alexander Hamilton. Divided into two Acts, Hamilton is the story of the unlikely
Founding Father determined to make his mark in the new nation as hungry and ambitious as he is. From orphan
to Washington's right-hand man, rebel to war hero, a loving husband caught in the country's first scandal, to the
Treasury head who made an untrusting world believe in the American economy. George Washington, Eliza
Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson and Hamilton's lifelong friend/foil Aaron Burr all make their mark in this
astonishing new musical exploration of a political mastermind.

By Cadet Aisha Shabbir and Cadet Eseohe Ronald
Q1: Have you ever attended any Broadway show before Hamilton?
A1: No, this was my first show that I ever experienced.
Q2: How was your experience going to New York to watch the Hamilton Musical?
A2: It was fantastic and the day was cold. However, I was blown away by the play.
Q3: What was the play about?
A3: The Hamilton musical/play basically was about America and how the founders of America set the country
up.
Q4: What did you learn from the show?
A4: I learned about a lot of people such as Hamilton and his son. I also learned about Philip, since my poem
was based on him. I learned some things about the Constitution and certain events that were played during the
Broadway show.
Q5: We heard that you got the chance to perform a poem. What was your poem about?
A5: It was about Philip Hamilton, specifically the duel between him and George Eacker.
Q6: How were you chosen to perform?
A6: There was a contest where we had to submit an artistic piece. All the schools from the states of New Jersey
and New York participated. The students with the best pieces were picked and they were able to perform.
Q7: Performing on such a broad platform, how did you feel?
A7: I was terrified and excited since it was my first time performing in front of a large crowd.
Q8: What skill did you learn from attending and performing on this trip?
A8: One thing that I really learned was to ask for help. One problem that I faced was talking or pronouncing
each word in a way where you would understand the whole story. However, I received the help I needed
because I learned to ask for it.

Q9: Now that you have experienced how it feels to perform, would you consider acting and performing as your
career choice?
A9: I would definitely consider it. Even though I do not like getting the attention, it still felt great to be on stage
and performing.
Q10: Any last messages about the play?
A10: The show was great, educational and I recommend students should watch it.

973-399-6897
https://irvington.k12.nj.us/schools/irvington-high-school/
It would not be proper to conclude the newsletter without acknowledging Zion Carter for his stellar performance and
exceptional representation of Irvington High School and the potential of its students. Also, gratitude is expressed toward
Mr. James Petrucci for his benevolent support of the Irvington High School scholars in their journey towards successful
endeavors/careers. The newsletter staff is also worthy of praise, for devoting time and effort into recounting the stories of
young scholars and putting together a pictorial narrative of their achievements. Props to the contributors of the newsletter
and the individuals providing support to the students.
News Letter Credits:
Cadet E. Ronald, Cadet E. Uwuigbe, Cadet A. Shabbir
Cadet D. Bethea, Cadet B. Xavier, Cadet E. Legerme

